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mERICAN LOSSES IN THE
Pgmplf&m). _
1. 'Wednesda —According

Pd;l:;‘:j' received E‘;ere from Havana, the
49 " yssembly has voted for the disbandment of
#::‘.'md for its own dissolution by 21 votes
g .

L = . ‘Wednesday (Reuter). —Accord
otin Adjmast Gesecsl,the Amecins
- the Philippines from
fhfp.-li?indmi“ amounted to 184 killed and

¥ (E POPES HEALTH.
DISQUIETENING RUMOURS.

rme weﬂklﬁ -
‘ 1§ wpﬁhend B .
ﬁﬂj‘ Hullnf.lﬁ fezr_'iest his wuﬁn_lhunld
Jouite 1o avold crealing a umpres-
9" %0 Holiness himself, and also to en:
Fw the I\Ublil‘ belief thlt his health 1s
@7, . i« allowed to receive a few visitors
'ﬂnicmﬁ and third day, but the audiences
" noly brief, and tjlg visitors are re-
¢t 10 peak with His Holiness on im-

ot ie=tions.
"

Lapponi, the Pope’s physician in

S wn Dr Mamoni, who bas been in
' danoc upon v

st which have obtained

i paik few s i e
during the ow mn to
v sifi's real state of health. The Pope, they
’-wrasum"d s usual cocupations, receives
¥ wory day. and says Mass nearly every
" " On the 11th inst., the f_mtrr.i' of his
ﬂ&mthe Pope will receive the mem.

ﬁm{- Sacred College, and will also be
: st the in

solemn Mass of thanksgivi

poier's. DI Lapponi declares that the Pope
in the same state of health as two or

* ars ago. To-day His Holiness received
I %ell sudience the Archbishop of Ireland,
sko granted sudience to the Bishops of
ﬁmmd Winona (Minnesota).

[FE AT DAWSON CITY.

g (BARGES AGAINST THE _.«ICIALS.

GATEMENT IN CANADIAN PARLIA.
MENT.
guws. Tuesday (Reuter). — The Hon. Mr
B Tt pibinise Mcotting
nt 1n Yar t Yy answering
Lch!ﬂ“ made against the Adminstration of
 Yokon territory. He admitted that during
g beight of the gold fever there mlfht have
- ties at Dawson City. 1t would
g been @ miracle 1f, under the circumstances,
gwrong had been dome. He held, however,
j we no evidence o sustain a wholesale in-
jeoent sgainst the entire staff at Dawson
& Those engaged in the Yukon asked and
ﬁdlmﬂﬁhopﬁmﬂsﬁfmﬁtm
b‘ ennt N ‘dw e m M
EM had not been sufficiently paid, and
g this wae the cause of the scandals. The |
pemment had spent 48,000 dollars in_sanita
w. rebief. and local improvements at Dawson
§r. He read a letter from Major Walsh, the
jper Cammissioner, denying the accusation of
pziennes: and immorality brought against him
\r Hibbert Tupper, and dealt at length with
g carge that liquor permits had been cor- |
gty granted. @nly four permits had been
ed by him (Mr Sifton) gince last gession.
:l:f the complaints against the officials, he
pi bad emanated from American miners, who
e 10t accustomed to the enforcement of the
p which had done so much to ensure the
gy of life and property in the Yukon.
should also be made for remoteness
¢ Yukon. and the rush of 30,000 miners to
s Ciiv wathin a few weeks. Local govern-
mi hed been established, and the country was
g. Mr Sifton declared, in a satisfactory con-
tm. The Dominion Government would ask
psemon for an apropriation for the construc-
i of telegraph lines, roads, and public build-
® The policy of the Government was to dis-
m o regsrved claims by public competition
grscvertising them 1n England and elsewhere.
#ul diffirnities having now been owvercome,
& spenence having been acauired by the
frdle, ji¢ looked forward to a period of great
ppérity without further complaints.

GOLD PRODUCE.

RETIENS FROM NEW ZEALAND AND

e, ST 1.
ngton, Wednesdav euter).—

gmel from New Zealand durz‘ng the last

! amounted to 36,843 oz., valued at £143.821,

;mwl’% with 24,467 oz., valaed at £94,851 in

Intane, Wednesday (Reuter).—The Queens-
# pold returns for March are as follows :—
bers Towers, 65,200 tons, vielding 39,500 oz. ;
brion, 7100 tons, vielding 12,300 oz ; pie,
) wns, vielding 9800 oz ; Mount Morgan,
U0 tons. yielding 15,900 oz. ; other fields, 8400
% rielding 6800 oz. ; alluvial, 2100 oz.—total,

0z. There is an increase over the returns
warch, 1898. of 11,900 oz. The following calls
" moude and dividends paid doring the last
it :—Charters Towers, calls £3800, dividends

&80: Croydon, dividends £2000 : Eidsvold,
& £100. dividends £1200; Gym calls
L3, dividends £4600 ; Mount no
¥k dividends £9200,

Yrdney, Wednesday (Reuter)—The gold wield
3w South Wales during March amounted to

!..l&'; 0z, an increase of 16, 193 oz. com with
v. The wield during the past quarter
Bomted to 100,153 oz.. an increase of 17.623 oz.

.

W highly satisfactory in view of the fact

¥ many of the goldfields have been hampered

¥nonths by the scarcity of water. He expects

W the recent hreak up of the drought will bring
!revival in mining.

SAMOA SETTLEMENT.

. PROGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS.
'“h:ngton, Wednesday (Reuter). —The agree-
¥ etween the United States, Great Bntan,
% Germany, regarding the appointment of an
SeTationa High Commission to settle the
Saoan question has made such tbat the |
o uments of the three countries are now ex-
B0 notes as to thé members of the Commis- |
E his 1s uerepted as an assurance that Lord
Shary uccepts, not only the principle of Com-
ia -hnit the Commission itself. Consideration
iﬂ" clection of the British delegate would
;'IF * entered upon unless the appointment of
h{:"mﬂllﬁﬁmu were assured. .
g.;nﬂhted in officaal circles in Imd?n mg
nezatiations are progressing fav y-
byong this ufficials declinpe“ to say anything.

QUEENSLAND FINANCES. I
i

Spared with the a:mE:nding period of last
The Minister of ines considers these

:Fr*lﬂﬁ. Wednesday (Reuter).—The Queens-

Lgb'ﬁﬂﬂry returns for the nine months ending
o Sl show that the revenue of the Colony
,&"‘d o £3,125,000, and the expenditure to

.00. Compared with the corresponding

— of the 7 in-
preced ear, the revenue In

E‘d £331,000, m&nfheya: iture £163.000.
X im WwWas £570|M1

to make a trip to

with anxiety
his strength.

lower
are

Essrevenue overex
:tm with £420,000 for the corresponding

————

N

JHE QUEEN IN FRANCE.
; E: Wegd nesday (Reuter).—Colonel Carington,
lumr.‘] command, has written a letter to M.
45, Mayor of Villefranche, expressing the
m’mmthy at the death last year of
g Polionais, who during the Queen's pre-
b u;)m“"!’h at Cimiez frequently offered flowers
e Majesty when she drove to Cap Perrat.
ﬂ;tmh" this morning was cloudy and mild,
*qm?"m“liﬂﬂkhermlprmenm In the
the sun shome brilliantly. and the
“ccompanied by Prinoess Christian of
- and attended by the Hon. Mrs Mallet,
Ei.,:o the picturesque town of Falicon. On
&, O the Square the Royal carriage was
w .t Bumber of women and children, who
:.‘E;:_hl“ﬂﬁeiu&“ Many of them offered
er Ham' mmuly m‘
Ehﬂqu&tmwgmmmd to Cimtez
lang 102 After dinner. the Octeto Espanol,
by ©®ht musicians, plaved before the Royal
' The Primce of Wales will, it is ex-
ﬁmt?bid adren to the on Satur-
i:r Majesty may shortly visit the Empress

—
BRVANT POISONS A HOUSE-

& Norfory: SIOLD.

R o o, ruarter Sessions yesterday, Sarah
‘iha‘ VUlEstic servant, was sentenced to nine
Y by ,:E:::“Pﬂilent li;glriadm%tt:imd_ng arsenic
e T8 house e prisoner Was
Wb, cook in the family of the Rev. Mr
‘ivér:c:?' of West Ravnham, Norfolk. She
N

icé to leave, and immediately after-
“amily showed signs of arsenic poisa
knﬁl;l':!;;%nga for herdol?mmﬂ avi
g 308 a quantily poison wi
'Which caused the trouble.
e S

SCONE.
B for an assistant and sucoessor to the
3 ., of Terregles i
Dumfries, has t
voted on—wiz.,
R. B. Wisemazn,
Rev. A. 0. Tay
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ths of the preceding year. l

| Wales, and Princess Charles of Denmark passed

liged
Egypt for the benefit of his
health. He returned, however, on the eve

of the present session, but his friends noticed

that he had not fully regained
I have received from the Scottish Educa-

tion Department further details
the forthcoming
certificates. Candidates must
the school at which they are e
must have been in
January
Pupil teachers engaged

school will also be admitted to the examina-

tion.

examination for leaving
be pupils of

1 and
regular attendance from
to the date of the examination.

mnWed

Muoch regret is expressed by the
Department that a large number of candi-
dates are presented in a higher grade than
their attainments warrant. This undoubtedly
has the effect of greatly increasing the
number of failures. Their Lordships are of
opinion that candidates should not be pre-
sented in a grade higher than that in wEich
they are likely to pass, and they fear that
the issue of certificates in certain cases in a
grade than that in which candidates
presented has to some extent encouraged
the practice. Though they are not at
present to withdraw this concession, they

give notice that a certificate of a lower grade

will in such cases be issued only to a very
limited extent.

The battle of the *‘bloomers” has been
fought. Viscountess Harberton, who to-day
figured so prominently in the interests of the
*“ bloomered " lady cyclist, was supported in
Court by some charming members of the
Rational Dress League, but all appeared in
the conventional skirt. An edict gone
forth forbidding members of the League to
appear in ‘‘rational garb,” and Viscountess
Harberton felt she scored off the counsel for
the defencewhen she asserted that the reason
for this edict was that if lady members wore
the costume they might unduly influence the
Jury in their behalf. In a quick and
animated manner the Viscountess told the
story of her eventful bicycle run, of her
hunier. and of the “‘ inhospitable ” reception
she had from the village inn landlady, whom
the Cyclists’ Touring Club now prosecuted.
Much delicacy and decorum was shown by
the counsel in his cross-examination of the
witness. He tried to find out exactly what
Lady Harberton’s views were on the sub-
ject of rational dress. In the rather amusing
dialogue which took place the champion of
the rational .dress undoubtedly scored.
* Do you go to church in rationals 2” **Cer-
tainly not.” “Or atheatre ?” *“Certainly
not. WhenI go to the theatre I go in
evening dress. When I go cycling I adopt
a cycling dress.” It was clear that Lady
Harberton was fully prepared to
admit the limitations of the ‘‘rational”
dress. All the ladies whom she
saw cycling in “‘rational”’ costume looked
quite as nice in her opinion as those who
favoured the skirt. he objection which
the landlady of the village inn had to a dis-
play of *‘rationals” in her coffee-room is
that such interferes with her business. The
back parlour was offered to Lady Harberton,
and, though she described it as dirty and
unwholesome, the landlady took a much
better view of the condition of the room,
and considered it quite fit for luncheon
purposes. It was this question of whether
the back rwas a fit and reasonable

lace for the supply of refreshments that
to be decided. The Chairman of the
Quarter Sessions informed the jury that the
wearing of a rational dress had nothing to
do with the issue, and that the public would
not submit to an innkeeper dictating what
dress customers shouid wear. The verdict
of nmot guilty which was returned was

 received with applause by many people who

heard the proceedings in the case.
It is some sixteen years since the
Viscountess came prominently into public

_ notice through founding the Rational Dress
| Bociety.

‘*“ Rational ” dress was a much
more startling novelty then than it is now,
and it needed a great deal of both physical
and moral e even to mention the word
‘“ bloomer.” On public platforms Lady
Harberton declared that the real obstacle to
the reform of feminine attire was *‘simple
stupidity,” and *‘the skirt was not a divinely
appointed garment, but represented the old
superstition that woman was an inferior
being.” The object of the e was to
comnbat ‘‘this dull, sodden attitude of the
public.” |

It is stated that the report which Lord
Charles Beresford has pre on his recent
mission to China will be issued in a few days.
The volume is one of four hundred pages,
and will be read with interest, not only by

politicians, but by all who are interested in
the trade of China, . .

-—

The Princess of Wales, Princess Victoria of

through Genoa on Tuesday evening en route from
Rome to Copenhagen. Their Royal Highnesses
passed twenty minutes in the stationmaster’s |

office with the Empress Frederick and Princess |
Henry of Battenberg, who left yesterday for
Florence. |

The Duke of York left Abergeldie Mains yes-
terday morning, and reached Aberdeen at 9.25 on
his way to London. His Royal Highness, who
was accompanied by Sir Charles Cust, was served
with breakfast from the Palace Hotel, and the ,
Royal saloon was afterwards attached to the 10.5 |
West Coast express, _ |

The gross value of the estate of Mr John Mason |
Cook, of Walton-on-Thames, head of the firm of |

Messrs Thomas Cook & Son, the well-known '
tourist agents, has been entered at £390,000. 1
There was no improvement yesterday in the
condition of Mr Horace Voules, general editor of °
Truth, who is lying dangerously ill at Brighton,
suffering from pneumonia, following influenza.
The funeral took place at Birmingham yesterday i
of Mr Richard Chamberlain. who died at his |
London residence on Sanday last. The obsequies |
were of a private character, and there were present |
only the mourners, who included the Right Hn?..
Joseph Chamberlain, MLP. (brother); Mr Austin
Chamberisin M.P. (nephew); Mr Arthur Cham.
berlain ; Mr Herbert Chamberlain ; Mr Walter
Chemberisin ; Mr Neville Chamberisin; and
Alderman Kenrick, '

. practically have the fu

. sions to legislate on this
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"DREYFUS REVISION.
AN O'i"HEB INSTALME

NT O
EVIDENCE. W
THE VEILED LADY MY STERY.
M. W - 1
i el R e cominic
oabi, ntﬂn ) - of Cassation is
General m that, as the result of
Soreed e g tll:i'; tha’tthfummﬁn M}
o
the General taff, and 0 : a ;’:ﬁ,

tioner, could be the anthor of the bordereau -

and of the probationers, alone was
it at the firing trials at If, he

it counld be that was not
of the bo he could not con-

& conclusion, but at the same time
obtni:ul i tﬁmnmha

n

documents must m had l:: accomplics

General Staff. Questioned with

thedmt ﬂi,luch was aﬁ: to y

of securing hi uittal b
Gt o gy, General Hogst esid
¥y a vei :
‘.Itm nt!ler than Colonel Du Paty deyClnm.

o l::'ﬁ sent back ti:ht_ha Ministry of

*lope bearing Major Esterhazy’
il. In all Esterhazy’s actions one idea w'a:
Eﬂdent, that of compromising the General

h:ﬁr'e which could have nothing to fear from
General

3

14
I

-

o
-y

:
]

=

HE

5
o

agent of a foreign
nd, moral elements drawn from

Iife of ,_his bad conduct,

With respect to the second charge,

oy tﬂ b?'nd:ll:ltt '?i:hmt defensibl?. but a

in wi . .

a traitor. The first ¢ g e g
he ~* Petit Bleu” document and the

report of the foreign agent.  General Roget
entered into a long on with regard to
the ““ Petit Bleu,” endeavouring to show that
he handwriting of the document proved that
it could not have emanated from the source
indicated by Pi - It was a document ap-
Ere_ntly f », Which had reached the
nistry of War by ways which were not well
defined. Pieguart, the witness contended, en-
deavoured to suppress the original of the

Petit Bleun,” and to substitute a photograph
for it. He kept the Petit Bleu” for five or
8ix months wi t informing his chiefs of its
existence. In conclusion, General Roget
characterised as false the manner.in which
Pu:lllarthud presented the case in his letter
to the Minister of Justice.

.The Voltaire tc-day publishes the evidence
given by M. Palemologue, of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, ‘before the Criminal Divisio
of the Court of Cassation. It appears from his
evidence that the Minister of Foreign Affairs
received on different occasions official com-
munications declaring that neither Colonel
Sch &) n, Germa:éhﬂll#:lv Attache, nor
Colo izzardi, B 1an  Military
Attache, had had relations with Dreyfus. ‘The
Journal adds that the Italian General Staff
also deny they ever had relations directly or
indirectly with };}reyfus. M. 1?]’:'lau.elnte';n:ur:nrlnm:ua;;.tiu
conclusion, said he never saw letters attri-
buted to the German Emperor.

It is stated that the Figaro has been sum-
moned to r en Saturday next before the
Correctional Tribunal to answer a ¢ of
publishing the evidence given befcre the
Criminal Division of the Court of Cassation 1n
the Dreyfus case.

OPENING UP WEST AFRICA.

PROGRESS OF RAILWAY WORKS.

LARGE DISCOVERIES OF GOLD.

Yesterday morning a Reuter’s Liverpool repre-
sentative had an interview with Mr Frederic Shel-
ford, who has just arrived in the Elder-Dempster
liver Batanga from West Africa. Mr Shelford,
who is a son of the contractor who is making all
the West African railways, had been up to
Kumassi surveying the land for the railway to the
Ashautee cagital. Mr Shelford said the progress
with the West African railways continued
to be favourablee The Sierra Leone Rail-
way was now available for traffic to Songo
Town. There had been in all over 1300
miles of railway surveved in the West African
Colonies, while 220 miles of ralway had been
constructed, or were being constrncted.
Every effort was being made to develop these
im gortn.nt colonies by the construction of railways
and harbours, while the bad climate was being
combated in every possible way, and with con-
siderable success, by the improvement of the
water supply and sanitation. It is probable that
the climate of West Africa will shortly be con-
sidered nuo worse than that of other tropical pos-
seswions. He travelled irom Schondi to Kumassi,
via Tarkwa, by a hitherto unexplored route, aud
discovered a fairly easy route for the railway,
«kirting the formidable Adansi Rills. Gold was
abundant along shis route, and some extraordinarv
assays had heen made at eeveral places.

Ten non-commissioned officers of various British
regiments arrived at Liverpool yesterday in the
Elder-Dempster steamer Batanga from Sierra
Leone, where they had been for several months on

1al service with the expeditionary columns.
he expedition had ended, and their services were
no longer required. A Reuter’s representative
had an interview with one of the officers who con-
veyed Bai Bureh. the notorious rebel chief, from
Karene to Freetown. Altogether there were six
prisoners brought down with Bai Bureh, including
Almamg Lahai and Bai Forkey. Bai Bureh was
kept 1n custody at Karene in what were known as
the civil quarters, which are in the interior of the
compound. His wives and several of his people
were allowed to live just outside the compound,
and they brought his fo®1 to him daily.
The bearers were two of his wives. Bai Bureh is
described as a man about 5 feet 9 inches in height,
a fine nce, but much wrinkled with age.
He very little English, but was known to
be 2 man who would not stoop to a mean action.
He would ki'l his enemy in open fight, but not
otherwise, and the lives of prisoners were always
safe in his hands. He complained that his action
in opposition to the recent hut tax had not been
understood, and he wished to come to England to
see Queen Victoria to put his case before her, and
make 1t clear to Her Majesty that he had not been
disloyal to the Queen or to his country.

MR BRYCE, M.P, AT ABERDEEN

EDUCATIONAL QUESTIONS DISCUSSED.
Mr James Bryce, M.P., held a conference yes-

terday with the Aberdeen School Board on
vanous educational questions.

The first subject vonsidered was the School
Attendance (Scotland) Bill, introduced into
Parliament by Captain Sinclair, and backed by
Mr Bryce, to which the Board gave their hearty
support.

Mr Bryce said he thought the Bill had a good
chance of passing if only time could be got to
consider it, but the great difficulty was for
private members to get any Bills put forward
by them properly discussed. A verv large
number of the Scottish members who voted in
favour of the E.:gliah Bill were in favour of the
Scottish one, he thought he was right in
saying there was no great manifestation of
public opinion aga!nst it in Scotland. He con-
sidered that the Bill would be a great benufit
to the country at large, and would tend to place
Britair in a better pocition to meet the trado
rivalry of other countries.

Mr Bryce then dealt with the School Board
Conferences (Scotland) Bill, which the Board
degired him to support. He considered this was
a reasonable measure, and one which ought to bhe
passed, oa the ground that it was very desiraole
there should be the means of interchanging
opinions between different School Boards upon
the various questions arising in school admini-
stration. The mght hon. gentleman declared
himself in favour of the Bill which provides for
the building of School Board offices on the
security of the rates. On the question of voting
for School Boards, he thought the cumulative
system objectionable, and said he would be in
favour of a . On the question of the ap-

pointment of authorities for the control of |

secondary education, he considered that in Scot-

' land the School Board should be the governing

body. On the other hand, it was desirable there
should be the power of taking in occasional
extra members, and it might be n for

recognition io the B
n;d, Ehll:l thalii:_- hands. He
desi however, to guard bimself against any
settled opinion, because a good deal must depend
on how it would be possible to deal with the
present holders of the funds. He had unsuc-
cessfully pressed the Government for three ses-
uestion, but he had

good grounds for thinking that action would now

i be taken if not this year al least next year.

i o
STRIKE OF LABOURERS.

Last month the secretary of the Labourers’
Union wrote to Mr Moore, a builder at Secar-
borough, notifying him that one of his labourers
was a non-Society man, and stating that if the
man was not discharged the Union men would
strike. The letter was referred to the Master
Builders’ Association, who informed the Union
that if Mr Moore’s men struck all the Union
labourers in Scarborough would be locked out.
The men struck work vesterday, and. the lock-out
will be enforced to-day. Only about half the
labourers of the town are Society men, and the
plasterers’ labourers will not support the strikers.

Lord Hawke's team of lish cricketers sre

among the on the Union Line
steamer Nwm which sailed from Cape
Town for England yesterday,

rested upon two {

' Hunter,

| allowed to lie on the table,

i : f Pell Street. This will
the take of compromise to give some kind of . bourlicod © £

Committees, who

THE WRECK OF THE STELLA.

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY EXPERI.
- MENTS.

EFFECT ON COMPASSES DENTED.

The general
Railway (‘}omm l'eﬁled
thanking Her Majesty for her
de:pmngh the Company’s

of the South-Western

A [
i body of Mr Collier, of
Godalming, one of the victims of the disaster. -
Four more survivors—Mr. Thomas, of Surbiton ;3
Mr J,ofﬂumtl_e;lndhlrmdﬂm
Parton, of London—arrived at Southampton
yesterday and proceeded to London.
The response to the relief fund by the
Mayor of Southam Ehnhunot.m ar, been very
oped that local subscriptions
will be augmented from London -ind other
theerdof Trade inquiry is expected
inquiry is ex to be
beld at Southampton at an early da

te.
Signor Marconi told a representative of ¢
Central News o e

'ws at Dover vesterday evening that
the suggestion that electric waves in connection

with the wireless telegraphy between South
Foreland and Boulogne aﬂ'acteg the com unf

the Stella was absurd.  Apart from the scientific
negation of such a theory, experiments had
mtuﬂlm mallg%:il;.li I:hehwire telegraphy
appara mt yal yacht Osborne when the
Pnnm&'ﬁ’akumuu Mm u'sithont the com-
passes being 1n any way affected. It had been
Tt e e o)
within afew a com wi hawvi

the slightess magnetic effect. il e

ABERDEEN NATURAL
HISTORY CHAIR

The Queen has haen pleased, on the recom-
menl:!ntinn of the Secretary for Scotland, to
appomnt Mr J. Arthur Thomson, M.A., F.R.S.E.,
at present Extra Mural Lecturer on Zoology,
w; Lecturer on Biology in the School of
Medicine of the Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Edinburgh ; and I on
and 1n the Royal (Dick) Veteri Col-

lege, and in the Heriot-Watt College, Edin urgh,
to the Chair of N in the Umversity

atural History
of Aberdeen, vacant by the death of Professor

Nicholson.

-—*

AUCHTERARDER PRESBYTERY.

The Established Presbyterv of Auchterarder
met yesterdav—Rev. Mr Brown, Madderty,
moderator.  The Clerk (Rev. George D. Mac-
Naughtan, Braco) submitted the annual reports.
The Clerk said one startling jact was that, not
only for the six schemes of the Charch, but
actually for every parpose for which tions
had been ordered to contrnibute by the General
Assembly, contributions had been sent by every
Fanah within the bounds of the Preshytery.
Applause.) Rev. Dr Thomson moved that the
rel:m-tg be adopted, and the Clerk thanked. The
following were, in accordance with the rule of
rotation, appointed representative to the (General
Assembly : —Rev. Messrs Kemp, Trinity Gask;
1T'homson, Il!unmn;z: MacNaughtan, Braco: and

_ Crieff. Elders—From Ardoch, Mr Jas.
Reid, farmer: Blackford. Mr Henry Monteith,
farmer ; Muthill, Mr M'Gibbon, farmer. A com-

. munication was read from the Rev. Archibald

Jamieson, recently assistant in the parish of
Auchterarder, asking that, as he was now removed
from the bounds of the Preshytery, he should be
ﬂm_ﬂad & Presbyterial certificate. The Clerk
ving read some observations regarding the
Esntmn of insane ministers and those who might
appointed to act while the incumbent was
unable to perforin his duties, pointing out the
necessity for reform i the matter. he moved that
the request of Mr Jameson be granted. Rev. Mr
M* ibhon seconded, and sympathised very much
with Mr Jamieson. The motion was unanimously
nigr&d to. The Clerk gave notice of a motion for
the amendment of the formule of adherence to
the Confession of Faith.

* —
KIRECALDY ESTARLISHED
PRESBYTERY.

Yesterday this rev. court met at Kirkealdy—
Rev. Dr Begg, moderator pro tem. The Preshytery
offered hearty congratulations to the Rev. Dr Dur-
ward, Scoonie, on his having received the degree
of Doctor of Divinity from the University of St
Andrews. The Commissioners to the forthcoming
General Assembly were appointed as follows :—
Ministers—Dy Charles Durward, Dr B, B. Begg,
Robert Johmston, D. M. Wilson, John Kennedy,
A. M. Houston. Elders—Messrs L. Grant, G.

Masterton, George Henderson. and George Whyte.
Rev. Mr Stevenson, AUt-htertMmEdy in
connection with the new church _recently
at Cowdenbeath by the Joint Presbyteries of
Kirkcaldy and Dunfermline, that the total cost
amounted to £1900, leaving a deficiency of £360.
The .Joint Committee, he explained, considered
that the best way to raise the deficit, and also a
cum to redeem the feu, which was £10 yearly,
would be to hold a hazaar with a view of rai-ing
£002.d He }Jﬂlll'lted out th;tt hitll:ﬂm he had re-
ceived very little support from the congregations
in the Presbvtery of Kirkcildv for the new
church. He observed sales of work promoted to

raise nsoney to convert the .heathen in foreign
lands gnd I sums collected, and yet not one
brown r could be raised for a mission at
their own doors for people who were in as much

need of hearing the Gospel as any of the heathens.
The Presbytery agreed to commend the object of
the bazaar to the cordial support of the congre-
gations.

s e ——
DUNFERMLINE PRESBYTERY AND
MR PRIMMER.

At a meeting of the Dunfermline Established
Church Presbytery vesterday a letter was read
from the Rev. Jacob Primmer enclosing copies of
the resolutions which, he said, had been passed at
fifty-seven ‘‘great open-air Protestant conven-
ticles held from June 27 to October 2, 1898, snd
attended by abont 250,750 ns.” Mr Primmer
wrote that the resolutions mﬂ acknow
by Her Majesty the Queen and several Prime
gllnw?. I.-ll.:; t iy i g
dozen Presbyteries, t d n practically
ignored by the Church Courts. If the Courts
continued to ignore them, and if Ritualism and
Popery were suffered to remain supreme in the
Church, the result would be that the existing evil
would be put down, as our fathers put down
Popery at the Reformation, and that without
consulting the Church Courts. On the motion of
Dr Sinclair, Culross, seconded hy the Rev. A.
Richmond Rose, Torryburn, the letter was
Mr Primmer was
present 44 the meeting, but, not being a member
of Presbytery, did not take part in the proceed-
Ings. '

=5 .
VACANCY IN A KIRKCALDY CHURCH.

On Tuesday night, at a meeting of Gallatown
Free Church congregation, Kirkealdy, vacant by
the resignation of the Rev. Mr Agnew, who
accepted a literary appointment in -Stirling, the
following leet of three was chosen ouvt of fourteen
candidates who had preached before the congrega-
tion :—Rev. F. J. Maclauchlan, M.A.. North
Teith ; Rev. J. Wallace, M.A., Glasgow: and
Rev. J. W. Duncan, M. A., Crieff. These candi-
dates are to he asked to preach a second time.

- o
A BIG TOUR.

It is mlﬂulrted that the next tour of Sir
Henry Irving '‘and his company in the United
States, the arrangements-for which have now
been completed by Mr Bram Stoker, will involve
travelling on the American Continent to the ex-
tent of ten thousand miles. As-the troupe will,
it 18 said, take with them six hundred tons
weight of scenery, costumes, and properties, the
undertaking will be clearly an arduous one. The
long peregrinations of the company will com-
mence in New York, at the Knickerbocker
Theatre, in which city they will make their first
arpearance on ‘October 30. Thence they will
visit all the chief cities in America, returning to
England in April, 1900.

The new Third Avenue Railroad electric

power-

| house in New York is said to store the greatest

electric force ever generated by man. Electricity
equal to 170,000 horse power is to be generated,
and through every stage the coal is made into

‘electricity by machinery.

A movement is on foot 1A New York City to
widen and improve all the streets in the neigh-

A mean the
destruction of *Chinatown,” the pi o
Clinese , which was always an object of

interest to visitors in the great Metropolitan City. |

Tragic Death of a Polic>man. —Police Constable
Charlton, of Harwell, Berks, died on Ttesday
picht from ipjuries received in an affray in that
village on Monday night. Deceased and another
constahle ejected from a publie-house two hawkers.
who are alleged to have attacked them in a most
savage Inanner. _ o

A new Palace of Justice, which is being
erected in New York, gives promise of great
magnificence in architecture. For two years
construction has been under way, and for more
than a year twenty of the most prominent
artisis and sculptors in America have been en.-
gaged in creating plastic figures and sumptuous
interior decorations, designed to make fhis new
Temple of Justice a’genuine work of art.

One of thesamgi;prominent men jn Afanila at
the present time i8 Mr Horace L. HIgoE™ He
is Director-General of the only railroad on the
island, and is an Englichman, having been born
in Bedfordshire in 186%. Since leaving school
he has been employed in raiiroad constructio
first in England and Ireland, then in Spain, an
latterly in the Philippines. The Filipinos have
unlimited confidence in him, and during half a
dozen revolutions did not melest his tracks nor
d> any considerable damage,

to the 's

bat, with the exception of half-a-

HARROW ELECTION.

CONSERVATIVE RETURNED.
Polling took place yesterday in the Harrow
Division of Middlesex to fill the vacancy occa-
sioned by the appointment of Mr Ambrose (Con-
servative) as a Master in Lunacy. The two candi-
dates were Mr Irwin Cox (Conservative) and Mr

Corrie Grant (Liberal). At the general election
Mr Ambrose was returned un while at
the laat contested election—in 1892—his majority
was 2619. The result was announced early this

morning as follows ;—
OOEIOL . ce o s e OO
GM: {L}' sem sen anw Bew 51%
- S
Conservative majority, 1105

TERRISS’S MURDERER.

PRINCE WRITES TO SIR HENRY
IRVING.

Some of the London morning papers yester-
day published a statement that Prince,. the
murderer of William Terriss, had sent a letter
to Sir Henry Irving threatening that when he
is released from Broocdmoor he will make it

his first business to assassinate him, and that
Sir Henry, in view of the fact that it has been
the practice in certain cases to release criminal
lunatics, had sent the letter to the Home

Cilice.

“There is just a icion of truth in the
E'amph.‘“ remnrknr Bram Stoker to an
livening News representative yesterday, “ but
it is an evident exaggeration of some one who
has got hold of a bit of the story. The fact
is that three months after he was sent to
Broadmoor Prince by some means a
letter to Sir Heury, in which he li and
abused several pecple, members of the profes-
sion and others. course, Sir Henry took no
notice of these incoherent ramblings of a
lunatic, but as be thought it was not right or
in accordance with the regulations at Broad-
moor that inmates shounld be able to send out
letters unknown to the Governor, the contents
of which might cause pain to others, he men-
tioned the receipt of the communication to
the authorities with a view to preventing the
repetition of such an occurrence. There was
nothing of a threatening nature in the letter.”

DEATH OF THE LIBERAL WHIP

Mr Thomas Ellis, Liberal M.P. for Merioneth-
shire, died yesterday morning at Cannes, the
cause of death bring brain fever. The deceased,
who was Chief Liberal Whip, was aged forly
years. Mr Ellis was only married last vear, and
was taken ill shortly afterwards, and had since
been in indiffereat health. He had represented
Merionethshire in the Liberal interest since 1885,
the year of the party split. Mr Ellis was pro-
minently commected wijth the Welsh education
movement, and with advocacy of Welsh ques.
tions. He whs a Junior Lord of the Treasury
and Parliamentary Charity Commissioner from
1892 till 1884, and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Treasury and Chief Ministerial Whip from
March, 1894, till 1895. After the election of 1895
he continued to act as Chief Whip to the Opposi-
tion.
The news of the death of Mr T. Ellis, M.P.,
was received with deep sorrow at the monthly
meeting of the Executive Committee of the
National Liberal Federation in London yester-
day. A resolution was passed expressing the
committee’s profound grief, and desiring the
President to convey to Mrs Ellis and relatives
an expression of their deep and heartfolt
sympathy. Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman
sent a telegram to the Liberal Central Offices
conveying his deep grief. He also sent a
message of sympathy to Mrs Ellis through Sir
John Brunner. Messages have been received
from Mr Fllis's colleagues in the Whips' office.
The Carmarthen County Council and Bangor
City Council passed votes of condolence with
Mrs Ellis and family.

The Press Aezociation’s Bala correspondent
states that the news of Mr Ellis’s death reached
Bala and Cynlas, the deceased gentleman’s Welsh
home, early yesterday morning, causing the
utmost consternation and general sorrow. The
body will arrive at Bala on Saturday, the inter-
ment taking place at Cefnddwystarn Cemctery,
close to Cynlas, on Tuesday.

THE LOSS OF THE

LABRADOR.

CAPTAIN AGAIN EXAMINED.
At the Board of Trade inquiry at Liverpool

vesterday Captain Erskine, the master of the |

Dominion liner Labrador, which was wrecked in
the fog off Skerrymore Lighthouse on the vovage
from Quebec, said the passengers were got into
the steamer’s boat in an hour and a-half after the
first order was given. He never thought he was
off the Scottish coast, and believed he had heen
carried there by a strong north-east current. The
captain of the Viking, which picked up several
boatloads of passengers, considered the Labrador
in the worst possible condition when her captain
left her. The first officer of the Labrador attri-
buted the catastrophe fo currents, though he had
not noticed any two davs before when they had
an observation. He thought the steamer’schrono-
meters were correct. Thecase was again adjourned.

RITUAL CRISIS.

THE “ DEFIANCE” OF LORD HALIFAX.

Writing to one of his constituents, Lord George
Hamilton says the utterances of Lord Halifax and
certain other Ritualists taken in the aggregate
amount to nothing less than a defiance of all con-
stituted authority, whether emanating from the
Crown, Parliament, or the Bishops. If Lord
Halifax does not represent the mass of members
of the English Cbhurch Union, they should take
the earliest opportunity of repndiating his Lord-
ship’s utterances. His Lordship adds that it is
the open defiance of all authority that gives the

Eutive power to the movement to strengthen the
w.

MORE CONFESSIONS THAN EVER.
wrSJ:eﬂ:mg at a Church bazaar at Doncaster yes-

ay, Lord Halifax said he had lived through
many crises. The result of the erisis of twenty-
five years ago. which culminated in the Public
Worship Regulation Act, was to belp forward the
principles it was meant to crush.  They ought to
thank God for the present azitation, because it
had excited an interest in Church matters and had
had a beneficial effect upon Churchmen. He had
been told that confessions had never been so
numerous as at this

March 1500 new members had joi ]
Church Union. N Famod the Roghien

FORFAR SCHOOL BOARD.

THE TEACHERS QUESTION AGAIN.

The monthly meeting of this body took place
last night—Mr J. F. Craik, chairman, presiding.
The attendance returns showed an average at all
the schools under the Board of 93°3, as compared
with 94 during the corresponding period last year.

PROPOSED GYMNASIUM.

Mr John Clark moved that the sum of £20 be
extended in procuring prizes instead of the parch-
ments now 1n use. Mr D. M. Grabam seconded.
He believed this would be one of the most advan-

I tageous acts of expenditure which they could
undertake., Mr A. W. Myles moved the previous

question. his main reason being that he had a
competing scheme which be thought of infinitely
more importance than giﬂn;i:rhat was a very
paltry sum for so large a number of pupils. His
scheme was in the direction of establishing a
gvmnasium, which could be set up for the amount
stated. On a division the previous question was
carried by 4 to 3.
TEACHERS' SALARIES.

Mr Jonn Peffers moved that the salaries of first

and second class acting teachers be increased by

 £210s. Mr Jarman seconded. Mr A. W. Myles

|

moved the previous question, and the Rev. W.
Paterson seconded. Mr D. M. Graham supported
the amendment on the.ground that the first and
second class teachers were entitled to Dbetter
remuneraticn than the third class, the employ-
ment of whom by the Board he vigorously con-
demned. Mr A. W. Myles held with reference
to those icular teachers to whom Mr Graham
bad referred in terms calculated to do them
damage in their profession that they had
developed a certain amount of teaching power

.which did credit to the schoolmaster under whom |

they were trained. The Chairman observed that
their expenditure bad risen £800 or £900 within

the last year or two in the shape of salaries, and,
taking the, view that they: were just going fast
enough, Lié gave his casting vote for the previous
question.

THE TROUBLES OF THE NEW CODE.

Mr Grabam moved that the headmasters in the
service of the Board be asked to consult with the
Board in to the provisions of the new
Scottish Code. The Code imposed irksome restric-
tious in the matter of the number of pupils in a
class, and it had done nothing to remove the great
hindrances in their way in giving secondary educa-
tion to the working classes. Mr Myles, in second-
ing the motion, observed that apart from the

est Burgh School they had no school under their
charge which in all respects satisfied the require-
ments of the new Code. Agreed.

-The Clerk, Mr Alexander Hay, reported receipt
of additional grant for science subjects as
follows :—Elementary, £107s 941 ; Academy day
gh'??l. $£64s 2d ; Academy evening classes, £4

Other matters were dealt with, the meeting
lasting altogether nhoug a couple of hours.

At a meeting of Glasgow Magistrates, it was
agreed to offer the hospitality of the city to
Colonel Hector A. Macdonald on the occasion of

the Clan Maocdonald ing to the dis.
wmlnm

l

Easter time, and during |

- which the trustees pro

!

| responsible in this matt.r.

SHOOTING AFFRAY IN
- DUNDEE.
A VOLUNTEER'S TRAGIC ACT.

A suicide of a most sensational nature occurred
!nLocheamterday. mdun?ed:grmtmﬁun

ine rifle was

the floor beside him. The coalman at
apprised the police, and Dr Watt, Lochee, was
communica with. On the armval of the
doctor, he expressed the opinion that death bad
been instantaneous, as the bullet had
through the brain. Investigation disclosed the
fact that the suicide had been gone about on a
most determined and effective plan. M'Intosh
was & member of the 3d V.B.R.H. (Dundee
Highlanders), and he had bhis regimental
rifle mm the house. On the departure of
bis ﬂ‘wife,_ be ol?dhatied nmreca of ;.:spa
to the trigger the gun, placing a
on the other end of the string, bhad lnmm
his toe into the loop. At the same time he had
placed the muzzle of the weapon in bis mouth,
and by this means there was no difficulty in his
discharging the wmm The tremendous powar

magazine - was -demonstrated by the
result of the shot, for the bullet, .after passing
through the brain, perforated and shattered the
skull, and struck a stone wall of the apartment
with such force as to cause a considerable inden-
tion, and it then rebounded and fell on the floor,
where it was found. No reason can be assigned
for M'Intosh’s tragic act. ' He was a som of the
late Mr R. M‘Intosh, plumber. who a number of
years ago stood for the Town Council. Deceased
1s survived by a widow and four children,

SHOCKING FATALITY AT
PERTH.

TRACTION ENGINE-DRIVER'S
FRIGHTFUL DEATH.

Yesterday afternoon, shortly after four o'cloek,
an unfortunate accident, which has since had a
fatal termination, occurred in Perth. From what
can be ascertained, it appears that while Charles
Edwards (45), steam traction engine-driver, who
resides at Friarton of St Marting, and
who was in the employment of William
Adamson,- steam threshing-pll rietor, was
engaged at his occupation 'whem accident
occurred. Adamson was employed in steering a
traction engine on the G ‘Road o te
Oakbank Lodge, Cherrybank, when he lost his
balance and fell on the top of one of the wheels,
bis legs becoming entangled in the spokes. The
unfortunate man was carried round several times,
and sustained severe injuries to his body and
He was removed with all speed to the Infirmary
im the ambulance waggon, where it was seen that
his injuries were of a frightful description. The
injuries comprised a fracture of the arm, fracture
of the leg, fracture of the hip bome, and alto-
pether the unfortunate man presented a shocking
spectacle. Everything was done to alleviate his
sufferings, but from the first no hopes were enter-
tainea of his recovery, and he died about eight
oclock last night. Deceased was unmarried.

FIFE MINERS.

———

MR WEIR ON THE PROPOSED CONCILIA-
TION BOARD.
A meeting of miners in the Dy=art district was

Mr Weir, the general secretary of the Fife and
Kiuross Miuners’ Association, jattended, and after
dealing with several local ma‘ters. referred to the
recent settlement of the w question. This was
the first time, he said, in the history of the
Scottish miners that an advance ol wages had
Leen negotiated in the manner jt had just been
done. There had always n extraordinary
irritation previously in connection with the wages
question, but the recent conferences had evidently
introduced a new vein which, so far as it had gone,
bad worked satisfactorily. It was difficult to say

| what might be the result eventually, but from the

tenor of the negotiations he looked forward tothe
result with some hope. The  coalowners
evidently were now prepared to deal with
the wages question on the lines of con-
ciliation—a thing they were never prepared
to do before, He also wizhed to point out that

“

r

¥

]
i

this was the first time in the history of the Scottish ’

miners that their wages stood on about a
r with those of the Englishmen, and he had no
oubt that if the proposed
were established, it would have the effect of keep-
inz the wages in both countries more on a level
than they had hitherto been. Very much would
depend upon the conference te be held within the
next fortnight, but he was surethat notwithstand-
ing the existence of opposition—probably in both
camps—there would ll:e an honest effort made to
establith a more reasonable method of dealing
with the question in future. He congratu-
Inted the meeting on the prospect of the establish-
ment of a Conciliation Board at this point,
because, in his view, it was far better to havesuch
machinery put in motion when wages were high
than when they were low. After the experience
they had had during the last few years, he had no
doubt that the machinery would work for good
not only for the workmen, but for the employers
themselves. (Applause.) Referring to the pro-
posal to raise the age at which boys eatered the
mines to fourteen years, Mr Weir a in favoar
of it, and his sentiments were heartily endorsed.

SIR ROBERT FINLAY IN
INVERNESS.,

— e

DEPUTATION OF NORTHERN

SCHOOLMASTERS.
Sir Robert Finlay, M.P. for Inverness

ns,

Solicitor-General for England, bas been spending |

the Easter Recess

: ongst his constituents,
Yesterday he visited

e Inverness Harbour,

wheg Parliament sauctions the Bill. He also
visited the new Parish Council Offices, and the
site for the new prison for the Northern counties
in Argyll Street. During the day he received in
the Caledonian Hotel a deputation from the
Northern Counties Schoolmasters’ Association,
who waited upon bim for the purpose of 1mpress-
mg him with the shortcomings of the Teachers
Superannuation Act of last year, Mr Wallace,
headmaster, High School ; Mr Cameron, Central
School ; and Mr Bartlett, High School, all ad-
dressed Sir Robert, and pomted out the
inadequacy of the pensions for teachers with the
litrrt:} amount granted after shorter periods to
soldiers, policemen, and Post Office servants.
The deputation laid stress on the restoring to
School Boards the power to grant supplementary
pensions.

Sir Robert said it was no doubt true that there
was not so much opportunity of discussing the
Bill, particularly amongst Scottish teachers, at
the same time it was no doubt felt desirable that
the measure should be carried rather than be lost
in consequence of the need of more thorough dis-
cussion, which the circamstances did nct permit.
As to the resolution that the provisions provided
were inadequate and that the contributions of
the Guvernment were too small, everyone would see
that the fund was based oa the idea that the con-
tributions given would remain permanent, as at
present, and if alteration was made it would
entail considerable change in the financial
position. As to the amount of pension for
teachers, Sir Robert said the Act was as yet
young, and the question was eminently one
for discussion, to see whether something
could mnot be done which would redress
the imperfections in the Act. Pir Robert
thoroughly appreciated the importance of the
question of the right pf School Boards to supple-
ment the icns under the Act, Before saying
anything definite on the subject, one would like
to have a more thorough expression of opinion ¢n
the part of School Boards and those whom School
Boards represented. Sir Robert could make no
declaration on the point, but assured the depnta-
tion that he would take the opportunity of bring-
ing their views before those who were directly
. Sir Robert was cordially thanked for the manner
in which he had listened to the deputation.

ACCIDENTS ON GREAT
CENTRAL RAILWAY.

A Iuggaie train travelling between Grimshy
and Barnetby, the scene of the recent fatal rail-
way accident on the Great Central Railway, was
thrown off the line yesterday afternoon by the
breaking of an axle. The line was blocked, and
while in this condition another train ran into the
wreckage. A breakdown gang from Grimsby
mun;ged to clear the line afser about two houry’
work.

—_— ——
SAD SUICIDE AT MACDUFF.

A painful sensation was caused in Macduff yes-
terday morning when 1t was known tha} late on
Tuesday night John Troup, butcher. had com-
mitted suicide. After retiring to rest, he had
risen, and cut hia throat almost from ear to ear
ey somed sy Ko Ko

was thirty- years |
m‘ngtﬂow and one child, s 2

Conciliation Board |

to cousiderably extend |

. lroked upon as the citadel of Home Rule.

o

CONVENTION OF BURGHS.

The annual meeting of the Convention off
Royal, Parliamentary, and Police of Scot-
land was rmmeg mn th:d.HighTEuurt of {ttiu-
tict Edinburgh, yesterday. e Preses (the
Rl“?hm Mitchell Thomson, Lord Provost of
nburgh), occupied the chair, and there waa

attendance of members.

NEXT PLACE OF MEETING.

It wa posed by Mr Simpson, town clerk of
Dunfm, that next meeting of the Conven-
tion should be held at Perth, but, on the motion
of Provost Dewar, Edinburgh was unanimously

fixed upon.
THE LICENSING LAWS. _
The programme of business contained half &
dozen itemis under the general term of the Licens-
ing Laws providing for the consideration of sucn
matters as Local Veto, Threefold Option, Grocert

Licensing, and Permmssive Lice Powers
Bills, and other cognale subj _ Presi-
dent said he thought conm: on of these
matters might very well be delayed umtil the

f Royal Conmmizsion was out. He
m b ly. Bailie Dick seccnded. The
Assessor for

ie:-PmruutT f‘mrﬁ:,ﬂ::ial?}-:
moved the previous question. e Assessor for
Kirkwall (Counciller Eunson, Edinburghi
seconded the amendment. On a show of hands
the molion was carmed.
BURGH POLICE (ACOTLAND) ACT.

The suggestions prepared by the Annual Com-
mittee for a Bill to ament! the Burgh Police
(Scotland) Act, 1892, next cam.® hefore the meet-
ing, and ex-Provost Brodie, Noa th Berwick, pro-

i1

posed that. the Bill should be rey’ommitted with
powers to the Annual Committee,. Who a!muhl
endeavour to some private member to intro-
it into iament if the officn’l members
not. Provost Macfarlan seconde d, observ-
ing that mﬂﬂl Mnf }Bﬁ s fearfully . :d won-
derfully e. Mr James Donaldson, th> asses-
sor of Partick, that the Convention ahould
petition in favour of the introduction of the
Burgh Police and Health (Scotland) Bill, 18,
with an additional clause as to the licensing }
slaughter-houses in burghs. Some difference o
opinion, however, showed itself with referencer
to one point under the Bill dealing with the
transference of one-half of the assessment for
drainage from the owners to the cecupiers, and.
finally the Bill was remitted with powers to the
Annual Committee.

- HOUSE-LETTING.
The Lord Provost of Dundee proposed that a
clzcuse be inserted in the Burgh Police Amend-

ing Bill rendering it unlawful for proprietors
to obtam from ly tenants renewal of there
leases earlier tham 15th May. The Assessor {or
Dundee seconded. The discussion showed that
there were several aspects of the proposed change
which were neither for the benefit of the pro-
prietor nor tenant. On a division, the previous
question was carried.
ASSESSORSHIP OF HERITAGES.

Provost Macleay, commissioner for Laaark,
moved that in burghs with a ponulation nnder
5000 the Assessor of Heritages should be the
Surveyor of Taxes for the district in which the
burgh is situated, and that his appointmext should
be by the Crown. Bailie Donald, assessor foe
Cromarty, seeonded. Provost Mitchell, Mon-~
trose, proposed a direct mnegative, arguing that
the burghs were quite encugh under the heel

| of officialdom and Government officers withous

voluntarily putting their neek still further under
it. He was astonished, he went on to say. (hat
this movement in the direction of abandoning
any little vestige of Home Rule they had should
come from the Highlands, which he ELT‘EI

e
M‘Leay, commissioner for Tain, seconded ihe
amendment, which was adopted on a division.

a COUNTY BURGHS.

Provest Kirkwood, Govan, moved that the
Convention petition Parliament and memorialisz
the Government to put burghs in Seotland om
the same’ footing as English boroughs witn re-
gard ' to the privileges conferred on the latter
by the English Local Government Act, whereby
such of them as have a population of 50,000 cam
claim to be made a burgh.

Piovost Macfarlan
! Dumbarton, seconded, and the motion was a.meed
held on Tuesday night—Mr Maclean in the charr., |

to.
EXPENSE OF PARLIAMENTARY BILLS.

Lord Provost Dewar, Perth, moved that the
Convention remit to the Annual Committee to
consider and report as to the expediency of
obtaining power to burghs to pay out of the
burghe’ funds or assessments all expenses in-
curred by a community in opposing or promot-
ing Parhamentary Bills or Provisional Orders.
What this motion amounted to, he explained,
was that the same power should be givon to
Town Councils as had been given to Conunty
Councils under the Aect of 18389. The motion
was agreed to.

ASSESSMENT OF CRMETERIES. _

On the motion of Councillor Waterston ir was
remitted to the Annual Committee to consider
and report upon the subject of the exemption
from nt of cemeteries carried on for
profit, and that with the view of urging th»
Government to introduce a Bill into Parliament
excluding such cemeteries from the Churches
and Chapels Act of 1874.

TRANSPER OF HOUSES AND LAND. |

It was agreed, on the motion of Mr David
Lewis, that the time had now arrived when tha
transfer of houses and land in burghs and coun-
ties should be largely simplified and the expense
lessened, and that the Convention should bring
these grievances before Parliameat, and submit
it to the views of the Convention as to how the
grievances should be remedied.

NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSES.

There was a motion on the paper calling upon

the Convention to take such steps as might be

for securing the reorganisation of the
Board of Commuissioners of Northern Lighthouses
with a view to the introduction into the Board
of men having practical intance with nawvi-
gation and commerce, but the Preszes pointed
out that this was not a matter for the Conven-
tion to discuss, and on a division the meeting
supported him with 25 votes against 17.

THE LADIES AGAIN. . :

The Assessor for Dingwall (Mr David Lewis,
Edinburgh) moved that the Convention petition
Parliament to extend the Parliamentary fran-
chise to women. Amid cries of ** Agreed,” the
Commismioner for Montrose moved a direct nega-
tive. He was, he said, a great admirer of the
fair sex, but he did not want to trouble them
with the turmotil of municipal and Parliamentary
life, and he thought they were far better em-
loyed in attending to their own affairs. The

vost of St Andrews said ladies ought
to stay at home and attend to the darning of
the stockings and the keeping of their children
in order, instead of dancing and all those other
things. On a division the motion, with the addi-
tion of the word ' ratepayers,”’ was carried DHy
24 votes to 13.

The Convention closed with the usual votes
of thanks.

[From aAN. Occasionat CORRESPONDENT. |

Yesterday’s meetang of the Convention lacked
nothing of the enthusiasm of the opening day, and,
with the exception of the temperance party, moss
of those present would be satistied with the work
performed. The shunting of the Local Veto
and other restrictive panaceas till the appear-
ance of the Royal Commission’s report was rathee

h on those whose enthusiasm 1s strong on this
subjeet, and soon mutterings of discontent were
beard after the opportunity was gone, but prob-
ably little progress could have been attained by
revewing tﬁe matter ere that lugubrious document
1s presented.

The proposalef the Commissioner for Dundee to
prohubis proprietors and their factors from enfore-
g too immature declarations by working class
tenants of removal of their yearly leases of tene-
ments hardly received the consideration it de-
served. due probably to an insufficient arquaint-
ance with tEe subject, and, as the Lord Provossy
rather patly said, owing to the oppesition of mem-
bers of the legal profession, whose sympathies
might be on the other side.

The Provost of Montrose was not quite up ta
concert piten. He nnl{nmnved the previous ques-
tion three times, probably because there were
only four divisions, but some of his vigilance,
particularly in holding the balance fairly 'twixp
owner and occupier, was commendable, while his
rearly comprehension of mumeipal procedure can's
be denied. The opposition to increase the maxi-
mum rate from 1d to 2d for the maintenance of
Free Libraries was hardly up to the times of ligha
and leading, and the ground ot objection, viz.,
that 1t might develop extravaganece, was exceed-
ingly feeble, while much broader avenues of pro-
digality are virtually unrestricted. That the
cities of St Andrews and Brechin should be pro-
minent in this procedure adds to the poignancy.
The reeult of 1nsisting upon the roll being called,
however, proved the majority in favour of the pro-
posul to be much laiger thun the show of hands
mdicated.

A large amount of time was consumed with
amendments on '92 Police Act to remove its in-
consistencies and interpret its incoherencies. There
s trith 1o the rather witty observation of the
Provost of Dumbarton that it is so ** fearfully and
wonderfully made,” that no mere man sinee the
Fall has ever been able in this life to unravel its
my=tification.

The Parliamentary franchise of women ratee
payers came in for the usual amount of chivalry,
and was snpported by the chair. Probably it is
considered a safe subject to coquette with in view
of the female vote at municipal and other elec-
tions. How the franchice can be given withous
conferring the right of candidature was not entered
upon, but if the women representatives are local
they may know more, and take greater pains to
interest themselves in the weal of their con-
stituencies than the prevailing system of repre.
senting the Scottish electorate with London

hw of weights and

metric system ights measures wag®
the last controversial subject touched upon, and
the Convention was prepared to adopt is

20 soon as 1901,




